PREFACE TO THE TWENTY-FIRST
REVISED EDITION
TO say that much has happened since this book was
written, a quarter of a century ago, would be a
grotesque understatement. A new world has
come into existence, and the advent of this new world has
compelled historians to reconsider the judgements they had
passed on the old world which has now for ever passed away.
Some indeed may think that a book on Modern Europe
written before the Great War must necessarily be out of
date. The fact that sixteen new editions of this book have
been called for since August 1914 would seem to prove that
students and teachers do not take that view. The book has,
of course, been revised from time to time, but I have seen
no reason to make any substantial changes in the text of the
book or to modify its tone and emphasis.
To that decision I, in the main, still adhere, in this
twenty-first edition. But the whole book has been sub-
jected to very careful revision; a few passages have been
modified, errors corrected, and in order to avert any pos-
sibility of confusion some notes have been added. In par-
ticular, the list of authorities which had become hopelessly
out of date has been drastically revised.
I desire gratefully to acknowledge the cordial reception
which from the first has been given to this little book, and
I hope that some of its imperfections have in the long
course of years been removed.
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